Show Notes for December 18, 2006
· contest

· XPlatform

· MTGCast / Phone Call
Game News

Nintendo replacing Wii Remote straps
Nintendo this past week has announced that they will be replacing the strap that is on the Wii remote for no charge as continuous problems with the strap breaking have led to Nintendo sending out straps with thicker string holding the strap to the remote.  Nintendo commented that this is not a recall and was only a precautionary service.  You can get the Wii strap replacements by filling out an online form at the website.  Nintendo also announced that they are recalling 200,000 DS and DS Lite power adapters in Japan due to problems with the adapters. This does not affect the UK or American brands.
Power Outages kill Steam

If you are living in Seattle like I am, you are probably lucky enough to have power in your area as winds up to 80 mph came through the Seattle area knocking down trees, power lines, and leaving many in the dark.  A few companies that were down were Microsoft, Nintendo, and most notably Valve as many of the Servers for Valve’s service, Steam are down. Most outages were fixed by Sunday morning. 

ESA president Steps down

Kotaku did again as they have announced past week and was confirmed this week that ESA president Doug Lowenstein will be stepping down early next year and has accepted a job to head a trade group.  Doug Lowenstein leaves the game industry after over 12 years of work with such items as creation of the ESA, the creation of the ESRB, fighting for gaming in congress, and working on the trade show that is no more, E3.  Lowenstein originally started at the Interactive Digital Software Association which later became the ESA.
XNA starts up

Microsoft announced this past week that it has officially launched XNA Game Studio Express and the XNA Creators Club.  These items will now allow gamers to upload their creations that were done through the XNA Framework to play their games on the Xbox 360 and later upload them to the Xbox Live Arcade.  The Creators Club comes with tutorials, forums, game development starter kits, and other items. Chris Satchell, general manager of Microsoft's Game Developer's Group hopes that this will become the YouTube of gaming and hopes that the next big games will come from this program.
Top Anticipated Games at GameFly.com

1. Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six Vegas


Xbox 360

2. Lost Planet





Xbox 360

3. Call of Duty 3





Xbox 360

4. F.E.A.R. First Encounter Assault Recon

Xbox 360

5. Gears of War





Xbox 360

Top Games in Japan

1. Kidou Senshi Gundam SEED Destiny: Rengou vs. Z.A.F.T. II Plus 
PS2

2. Ryu ga Gotoku 2 







PS2 

3. Pokemon Diamond
 






DS  

4. Blue Dragon 








360 

5. Pokemon Pearl 







DS

Top Games in the UK

1. FIFA 07





PS2

2. Need for Speed Carbon



PS2

3. Pro Evolution Soccer 6



360

4. Call of Duty 3





PS2

5. The Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess

Wii

New Releases


PS2

Brave: The Search for Spirit Dancer 

SouthPeak Interactive

PSP

Bubble Bobble Evolution 


Rising Star

*Metal Slug Anthology*


SNK Playmore

· We are part of the Seattle podcasting network.  Visit it at www.seattlepodcasting.net
· If you are interested in game design, Visit Edmonds community College at www.edcc.edu
· We are a part of All Games radio network. Visit it at www.allgames.com 

Game Trivia

Xbox RPG’s

1. This game by Microsoft was created by Peter Moleneux's studio and had you choosing good or evil on your quest to destroy the evil that destroyed your home town.  What is Fable
2. This RPG from LucasArts is the last of the series and has the initials that read out KOTOR.  What is Star Wars Knights of the old Republic 2: The Sith Lords
3. This RPG from Microsof was created by Bioware after the game in question 2 and has you play in ancient china.  What is Jade Empire.

Catch Phrase: DS
1. Majesco, Mother, food, kitchen.  What is Cooking Mama.
2. Capcom, lawyer, cases, objection.  What is Phoenix Wright: Ace Attorney
3. Nintendo, stars, castle, 3D. What is Super Mario 64 DS 
Simple Questions my Parents can Answer

1. This company makes the Game Boy.  What is Nintendo
2. This is the system that everyone wants this Christmas.  What is the Wii or Playstation 3

3. This is the first game they may have played by Atari that has two paddles hitting a ball across the screen.  What is Pong.
Final Question

Well, though I had one pitcher as a final question, I thought being put on the Injured Reserve in the playoff for playing way too much Guitar Hero is just too funny.  This Detroit Tiger pitcher is best known for his fastball, how he shreds on his Red Octane guitar and maybe loving gaming more than the pennant.  My question for this week is, who is this pitcher.  Who is Joel Zumaya
· www.gameaddicthotline.com is our website.

· Email me your comments, questions, or trivia you’d like to hear.  Email me at gameaddicthotline@gmail.com.

· Call us at (206) 202-4367

· Put yourself up on our frappr map located at the website.

· You can subscribe to our Podcast through iTunes, Odeo, Podnova, or Yahoo Podcasts.  You can also vote for us at Podcast alley and become a friend with us at Podcast Pickle 

· You can also digg us at www.digg.com in the Podcasts area under gaming.

· Turn your video games back up and have a great week.
