Show Notes for May 20, 2007

Game News

ESA names new president
The Electronic Software Association has announced this past week a new president as former president Doug Lowenstein is soon to depart to a new job for a private equity company in Washington D.C.  The new president, Mike Gallagher, was announced at a press conference stating that his first order of business is to "listen" and learn more about the videogame industry's ecosystem.  Mike is leaving his old job as Communications Practice chair at a leading international law firm and was a  former Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy & Counselor for the US secretary of Commerce.

Virginia Tech Simulation Sparks Controversy
An Australian man, Ryan Lambourn, got a ton of publicity over his newest game that he uploaded on to Newgrounds.com.  Virgina Tech Rampage is a stealth/shooting game where you play Seung-Hui Cho in the last day of his life.  Many are outraged at the game not only for it's timing, but also for the creators comment that he will take down the game after being paid $2000 and apologize when he has made $3000 from donations. Super Columbine Massacre RPG designer Danny Ledonne disaproves the game for the author's quote “artist’s statement that reads more like a hostage note.”   A congress women in Australia has already commented her disaproval for the game and is setting up an investigation on the game. Lambourn has also commented after the uproar that the donation comment was a joke.

Microsoft bans Modded 360's from Xbox Live
Microsoft this week banned all modded Xbox 360's and suspended user accounts accessing their service Xbox Live with modded Xbox 360's this past week as Microsoft ramps up security as the Halo 3 beta released this past week.  BIGVIP, Xbox Group Product Marketing Manager Aaron Greenberg, posted on Xbox's PR blog that the ban was mostly to take out cheaters who are on the service.  Microsoft has commented in the past that cheating is their number 1 concern on Xbox Live.

Games turns 40
In May of 1967, Ralph Baer hooked up a prototype of his invention called the Odyseey to a TV and started a revolution.  40 years later, we celebrate his work and thank him as one of the pioneers in video gaming.  1Up has a great article on the event and you can find a link in our show notes and at our site.

Top Anticipated Games at GameFly.com

1. Spiderman 3





Xbox 360

2. Command & Conquer 3: Tiberium Wars

Xbox 360

3. Shadowrun





Xbox 360

4. Spiderman 3





PlayStation 2

5. Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End

Xbox 360 

Top Games in Japan

1. Final Fantasy Tatics: Takutikusu Shishi Sensō (Final Fantasy Tatics: The War of the Lions) 





PSP

2. Final Fantasy XII Revenant Wings 


Nintendo DS

3. Wii Sports





Wii

4. Kawashima Ryuuta Kyouju Kanshuu: Motto Nou wo Kitaeru Otona no DS Training (Train your brain in minutes a day 2)
Nintendo DS

5. New Super Mario Bros.



Nintendo DS

Top Games in the UK

1. Spiderman 3





PS2

2. Command & Conquer 3: Tiberium Wars

Xbox 360

3. Wii Play





Wii

4. Winning Eleven: Pro Evolution Soccer 2007

PS2

5. Fifa 2007





PS2

New Releases

Xbox 360

WarTech: Senko No Ronde 



UbiSoft

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

PS3

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

Wii

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

PS2

Dawn of Mana 




Square Enix

Odin Sphere 





Atlus Co.

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

PSP

Brooktown High: Senior Year 


Konami

Diner Dash 





Eidos Interactive

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

Legend of the Dragon 



The Game Factory

DS

The New York Times Crosswords 


Majesco Games

Marvel Trading Card Game 



Konami

Naruto: Ninja Council 3 



D3

Diner Dash 





Eidos Interactive

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

Death, Jr. and the Science Fair of Doom 

Konami

GBA

Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End

Disney Interactive Studios

PC


Halo 2






Microsoft Game Studio

· We are part of the Seattle podcasting network.  Visit it at www.seattlepodcasting.net
· We are a part of All Games radio network. Visit it at www.allgames.com 

Game Trivia

Baseball Games

1. This NES game created by Tengen had 2 additional sequals is considered one of the best NES baseball games.  What is RBI Baseball

2. This SNES game by Nintendo had a Seattle Mariner's name on the title and even got two sequals.  What is Ken Griffey Jr. Major Leaugue Baseball.

3. This Midway game for the PS2, Xbox, and Gamecube had the hard action of NFL Blitz crammed into a baseball game.  What is MLB Slugfest

Games that became TV shows.

1. This sound clip was has it's lead character saying his best known catch phrase.  What is Legend of Zelda

2. This speedy blue creature not only got his own show, but had 4 series with his name.  What is Sonic the Hedgehog.

3. This game became a PBS show for kids as they would get question about geography.  What is Where in the world is Carmen Sandiago

LucasArts

1. This game by LucasArts had tentacles, evil doctors, meteors getting music contracts, and many possible endings.  What is Maniac Mansion

2. LucasArts started in 1982, this was the year LucasArts released their first game.  What is 1984

3. This was the first name of the company.  What is Lucasfilm Games.

Final Question

Sony Online Entertainment just bought out another game publisher.  This publisher just released the MMO game Vanguard: Saga of Heroes and rumored to have laid off a lot of people in the process.  One of the developers commented on the buyout in an interview stating that most may return as Sony employees.  My question to you this week is, who is this company.  What is Sigil.

· www.gameaddicthotline.com is our website.

· Email me your comments, questions, or trivia you’d like to hear.  Email me at gameaddicthotline@gmail.com.

· Call us at (206) 202-4367

· Put yourself up on our frappr map located at the website.

· You can subscribe to our Podcast through iTunes, Odeo, Podnova, or Yahoo Podcasts.  You can also vote for us at Podcast alley and become a friend with us at Podcast Pickle 

· Turn your video games back up and have a great week

