Notes for Saturday October 1, 2005

News:

F.E.A.R. Multiplayer Demo
Vivendi Universal releases tempts gamers by releasing the FEAR multiplayer demo this week.  The beta has been up for a few months, but now they have cleaned it up and are giving gamers the opportunity to see how the game will turn out when it’s released in mid-November.

Xbox lost Microsoft $4 billion over 4 years
In a Forbes article that was released last week, Microsoft’s Xbox division has lost over 4 billion dollars in the last 4 years.  The article continues saying that the Xbox is not even close to being profitable.  Forbes.com also reported that, “The Xbox videogame machine, the MSN online service, the wireless and small-business software--collectively have racked up $7 billion in losses in four years.”  Hopefully those losses will become gains with the Xbox 360.

Bioware raises 500,000 dollars for children’s hospital.
Bioware, the makers of Neverwinter nights and Star Wars: Knights of the old Republic, raised over 500,000 dollars to help the Stollery Children's Hospital Foundation in Calgary Alberta. Bioware helped the foundation by hosting their first annual Miracle Builders Breakfast for the foundation last Friday.  CEO Greg Zeschuk, one of BioWare's Joint CEO’s said: "Supporting our local community through events like this one is very important to BioWare. The company has been involved with the Stollery Hospital for a number of years, and it was an honor for us to continue that support and host the breakfast fundraiser. We are extremely happy to support children's health care at such a great event."

Game Releases:
All Systems

FIFA 06





EA Sports
PS2

Backyard Football




Atari


Bratz: Rock Angelz




THQ

Conflict: Global Terror



2k Games

Shin Megami Tensei: Digital Devil Saga 2

Atlus

Xbox

Brothers in Arms: Earned in Blood


UbiSoft

Conflict: Global Terror



2k Games

Doom 3: Resurrection of Evil



Activision

**The Halo Triple Pack**



Microsoft

Worms 4: Mayhem




Majesco
Gamecube

Bratz: Rock Angelz




THQ

World Championship Poker



Crave
GBA

Big Mutha Truckers




Destination Games
Bratz: Rock Angelz




THQ

everGirl





THQ

Ford Racing 3





Destination Games
Juka and the Monophonic Menace


Orbita
Mega Man Zero 4




Capcom
Pac-Man World 2




Zoo Digital Pub
Street Racing Syndicate



Namco

PC
Black and White 2




EA

Top 3 rentals at Gamefly.com

1. Burnout Revenge
2. Mortal Kombat: Shaolin Monks
3. X-Men Legends 2: Rise of Apocalypse
Top 10 in Japan
1 DS Tamagotchi Connection: Corner Shop! 

2 PS2 Dynasty Warriors 5: Mosho Den (incl. Limited Edition)

3 GBA Famicom Mini: Super Mario Bros. (20th Anniversary version) 

4 PS2 Rhapsodia 

5 DS DS Training For Adults: Work Your Brain
6 PSP Gundam Battle Tactics ACT Bandai 

7 PSP World Soccer Winning Eleven 9: Ubiquitous Evolution 

8 GBA Super Robot Wars J 

9 DS Gentle Brain Exercises 

10 PS2 Harukanaru Toki no Nakade 3: Izayoiki 
Quiz:
Nintendo Power

1. This was the first game to be on the cover of Nintendo Power:  What is Super Mario Bros.  2.
2. This is the free game Nintendo gave away to boost sales to Nintendo Power: What is Dragon Warrior.
3. What is the name of the first comic in Nintendo Power and featured the president of the Nintendo Fan Club, Howard Phillips:  What is Howard and Nester.
Movie’s off video games

1. This movie had Dennis Hopper playing the villain King Koopa.  What is Super Mario Bros.
2. Jean Cleude Van-Damme starred in this fighting movie that even had another game made off the movie: What is Street Fighter.
3. This 80’s movie has an 11 year-old kid fighting real life spies with his invisible spy friend “Jack Flack” after an FBI agent gives him a game containing top secret information inside.  What is Cloak and Dagger.
Games for Xbox 360

1. This game by Rare f ollows the actions of a beautiful, smart, and deadly agent: What is Perfect Dark Zero.
2. This premier racing game is a staple to the Xbox franchise with its Kudos points and beautiful cars: What is Project Gothem Racing 3.

3. This game will probably the most beautiful RPG and only RPG to come out on the system’s release day:  What is Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion.
Final Question

If you were on EBay this week, you probably saw an Xbox 360 controller being sold.  Some ebayer got a controller from a game developer conference held at Microsoft.  I want to know what the price was paid for the controller.  What is $91
